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George Washington was a humble but 
dedicated leader who greatly influenced the 

formation of the United States. He started his career 
as a surveyor and mapmaker, then gained valuable 
military skills in the French and Indian War. 
Washington represented the colony of Virginia in 
the Continental Congress, which chose him to lead 
the colonial forces during the Revolutionary War. 
He transformed the army and led them through 
many hardships and on to victory, eventually 
winning the war for freedom against British rule.
    Washington presided over the Constitutional 
Convention in Philadelphia after James Madison 
called representatives of each state to 
create a contract that would help keep 
the new states united. He became the 
first president of the United States 
and appointed a cabinet and the first 
Supreme Court justices. The Bill of 
Rights, the first ten amendments to 
the Constitution, was added during 
his presidency.

Benjamin Franklin, one of the most 
famous statesmen in history, was also a printer 

and an inventor. Starting out as an apprentice to his 
brother, Franklin perfected his writing style while 
mastering the printer’s trade. He published articles, 
newspapers, and Poor Richard’s Almanac, and he 
printed Pennsylvania’s paper currency. Franklin 
invented the lightning rod and a stove which 
reduced chimney smoke, and he experimented 
with electricity. He also established the first public 
library, the first fire department, a police force, and 
the Academy of Philadelphia. 
    The American colonies chose Franklin to 

represent them with the Native 
Americans, Great Britain, and France. 
In England, he attempted to negotiate 
a new charter for Pennsylvania 
and worked to repeal the Stamp 
Act. Franklin was a member of the 
Second Continental Congress and 
helped draft the Declaration of 
Independence. He was also one of the 
signers of the Treaty of Paris. 

4    |    famous figures

Patriots of the Revolution

Daniel Boone was an 
explorer and frontiersman 

who became well known for his 
settlement of the Kentucky area. 
Boone grew up in the country 
near Reading, Pennsylvania, and 
moved with his family to North 
Carolina when he was fifteen. 
During the Revolutionary War, 
Boone served as a militia officer. 
Even though Kentucky was not 

one of the thirteen colonies, Boone and the European 
settlers fought against the Native Americans, who 
were aided by the British. In 1778, the Shawnee 
captured Boone and made him a member of their 
tribe, but he later escaped. 
    Boone was elected to the Virginia General 
Assembly and fought in the 1782 Battle of Blue 
Licks, one of the last battles of the American 
Revolution. Through the publication of The 
Adventures of Colonel Daniel Boon in 1784, Boone 
would forever be known as an American legend and 
folk hero.

Betsy Ross was a 
seamstress in Philadelphia 

who made flags for the military. 
She experienced many hardships 
during the war, but through all 
her difficulties, she worked at 
her business and took care of her 
family. 
    Betsy’s involvement with the 
flag was first made public by 
her grandson, who said that in 
May of 1776, George Washington visited her and 
requested that she make a new American flag with 
thirteen white stars on a dark blue field and thirteen 
alternating red and white stripes. Betsy accepted the 
job to construct the flag but replaced the design’s 
six-pointed stars with five-pointed ones that were 
easier to make and arranged them in a circle. She 
completed the flag in late May or early June of 1776. 
The Continental Congress adopted this first flag on 
June 14, 1777 (Flag Day). It is often referred to as the 
“First Stars and Stripes” or the “Betsy Ross Flag.”
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