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The Mystery of History Volume I
Quarter 2 Folderbook Directions

By Stacey Lane

What is a Folderbook?
Folderbooks are a visual, hands-on method for showing what a student has learned. They provide 
a meaningful and creative way to help visual and kinesthetic learners grasp concepts, document 
information, and remember material covered.

A Folderbook consists of a special folder base, onto which your student will attach a new Folderbook 
figure(s) for many of the lessons in The Mystery of History, Volume I. These figures have pictures, as 
well as space inside for note taking.

What supplies are needed to complete a Folderbook?
• 2 manila folders, letter size (both the same color)
• printed Quarter 2 figures (found at the end of these directions)
• scissors
• glue, tape, clear packing tape
• small brads
• art supplies

How is the Folderbook base created?
To assemble a Folderbook base, all you need is two folders, glue, and clear packing tape. Visual 
instructions for assembly can be found following this introduction. A new Folderbook base is needed 
for each quarter.

What is involved in completing a Folderbook?
At the beginning of each quarter, assemble a Folderbook base. Then, for each lesson in the quarter, 
check the Folderbook directions to see if there is a Folderbook figure that corresponds to that 
lesson. (Some lessons have more than one figure.) If there is a figure, your student should follow the 
directions concerning how to assemble it. There are also options suggested for taking notes inside the 
figure. 

The Folderbook figures can be decorated using crayons, markers, colored pencils, glitter glue, or 
whatever artistic medium the student prefers. Sometimes there are special directions as to how to 
decorate a particular figure. For students who are not very artistic, highlighters can provide a lot of 
visual interest for a minimum amount of effort.

What type of notes should go inside the Folderbook figures?
When taking notes inside the figures, older students should choose one of the note-taking options 
suggested in the directions for the figures or write a summary of the particular lesson.

Although some of the note-taking options are suitable for younger students, many of them are not. 
Younger students may write key words from the lesson or draw pictures that pertain to the lesson.
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Remember, Folderbooks are meant as an aid to memory retention. If you think of note-taking ideas 
that would be more effective for your student(s) than the options suggested, feel free to use those 
ideas.

Also, please note that some figures may require students to go back to earlier lessons for information 
that they have already read. However, they will never be asked for information from a future quarter.

Finally, a set of notes already printed to be attached inside the figures is included with the figures at 
the end of each quarter’s instructions.

Where do I attach the completed Folderbook figures?
Each interior flap of the Folderbook is labeled with a number: 1 2 3 4 5. The directions for each figure 
will use one of these numbers to indicate the flap of the Folderbook to which the figure should be 
attached. A number of photographs are included in the directions to help facilitate figure placement 
on the Folderbook base.
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Making a Folderbook Base

Making a Folderbook base requires two letter-size fi le folders. For ease in visualizing how the folders are 
to be attached, two folders of different colors have been used in these photographs. You will probably 
prefer to use two folders of the same color when you create your Folderbook base, but it doesn’t really 
matter. It also doesn’t matter whether or not the folders have tabs; and if the folders have tabs, where 
the tabs are located.

Open both fi le folders fl at. They should have the shape of long rectangles. Notice where the fold line is 
in the middle. This will be your guide line for making your fi rst fold.

Take the right side of one of the fi le folders and fold so that the right side touches the middle guide line. 
If you are using a folder with a tab, the top of the tab is what needs to be touching the middle guide line.

You can also watch a video
of this process on our 

YouTube Channel: 

www.YouTube.com/BrightIdeasPress

http://youtu.be/VODQSLn4HM8
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Take the left side of the fi le folder, and fold to meet the right side. The sides should not overlap; they 
should just barely touch. The folder should be able to open freely.

Repeat these steps with the second fi le folder.

Open one of the fi le folders, and put an X on the left fold. This is where you will attach the other fi le 
folder. Apply glue or double-sided tape to this X fl ap. 

With the X fl ap lying open, pick up the other fi le folder (in these photos, the green folder), holding it so 
its fl aps are closed. Glue the right half of the back side of the closed (green) fi le folder to the X fl ap of the 
yellow folder. Make sure that the two surfaces are securely adhered.
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This is what the inside of the Folderbook should look like. The fl ap in the middle is where the two 
folders were glued or taped together. Now, run tape along the right edge of the closed (green) folder, 
which is attached to the original (yellow) folder. 

To complete the Folderbook base, fold fl aps 1 and 6 in. Then, fold the rectangle in front of you in half. 
You are now looking at the front of the Folderbook. Run a piece of tape along the seam on the front of 
the Folderbook for reinforcement.
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Directions for General Labels 
These are the labels that should be attached to the Folderbook base at the beginning of Quarter 2.

Exterior Labels
• Cut out figures A1 and A2.

• Attach them to the front cover of the Folderbook.
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Interior Labels 

Kings & Conquerors Label
• Cut out figure B.

• Attach it to the top right of flap 5.

Dates to Remember Label
• Cut out figures C, D, and E.

• Attach figures D and E to figure C. Attach figure D to the left of “Dates to Remember” and fig-
ure E to the right of “Dates to Remember.” (Note: If you are using the second edition of MOH I, 
use the figure for Kingdom of Israel Divides that has the date of “975 BC.”)

• Optional: Attach figures D and E to slightly larger pieces of colored paper for an extra visual ef-
fect.

• Decorate the dates.

• Attach the completed figure to the bottom of flap 2.
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Specific Lesson Directions

Lesson 28: Samson
• This lesson does not have corresponding Folderbook figures.

Lesson 29: Zhou Dynasty (Chou)
• Figure 29 directions: Cut out figure 29. Fold on the dotted line so that the map is on the front.

• On the inside of this figure, answer the following questions:
1. Who is credited with founding the Western Zhou dynasty? 
2. Who is credited with founding the Eastern Zhou dynasty?

• Attach the completed figure to the bottom of flap 1. 

Lesson 30: Samuel
• This lesson does not have corresponding Folderbook figures.

Lesson 31: King Saul, Lesson 32: DAVID, and Lesson 33: Solomon
• Figure 31 directions: Cut out figure 31. Fold on the dotted line so that the right column covers 

the left column. Cut on the darker black lines to form individual tabs to flip up.

• This is a review of Lessons 31, 32, and 33. Write true or false next to each statement on the fig-
ure.

• Attach the completed figure to the top of flap 6. Flap 6 is now finished.

Lesson 34: The Phoenicians 
• This lesson does not have corresponding Folderbook figures.
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Name:

Date :
Fg A2

Fg A1

The Mystery of History
Volume I

Quarter 2

by Linda Lacour Hobar

Kings & Conquerors
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Kings & Conquerors

David
1055 BC

Kingdom of 
Israel Divides

925 BC

Fg. D

Fg. E

Fg C

Fg B

2nd Edition

1st Edition

Kingdom of 
Israel Divides

975 BC



© 2012 Bright Ideas Press   www.BrightIdeasPress.com    Page 19

N
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Zhou Dynasty

Ruled over 800 years

Fg
 2

9

Wu (Wang), King Wen’s 
second son, is credited with
founding the Western Zhou 
dynasty. 
Prince Bing �ed east and 
started the Eastern Zhou 
dynasty.
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Saul, David, or Solomon True or False

The first anointed king was Saul

Saul spent the last part of his life on 
a manhunt for Solomon

King Saul prophesied among 
his men

The prophet Samuel anointed Saul, 
David, and Solomon

David was a shepherd boy before he 
became king

David’s firstborn son became the 
next king

Solomon allowed his wives to 
worship Baal

Solomon wrote 2 books of the Bible, 
Proverbs and Song of Solomon

People traveled far to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon

Fg 31

True

False

True

True

True

False

False

False

True
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